lKpproved For Release 2001/03/0,

. 7|
: CIA-RDP82- 00457R007100380004¢M D
o —— CLASSIFICATION i€ )

] /u(,;mm. Us UFFLOLALS UNLY 25X1A

|ANFRRMAGEENCY rReporT No. [ q%

INFORMATION REPORT - cpwo.
COUNTRY USSR (Ukrainian SSR) CON F IDENT’AL DATE DISTR. % Feb. 1952

SUBJECT Airfields near Zapon¥z

NO. OF PAGES 2

aalink

25X1A ne §h 7
PLACE v ;
AcqUIRED N LMo 0r micts.

25XD1ATE oF 25X1A ) 0 NoT CIRCULATE SUPPLEMENT TO e
INFO. REPORTNO, N

1, The Zaporozhtye (L7OL9'1/35C11'E) airfield was located about 6 kn south of the
citg ecast of the Dnepr River, on both sides of the Zgporozhiye - lelitopol

{L6°501/35022°8) hirhway. (1) The airficld and the city were connected by

an 0ld road running about 1 km west of the new highway. Until YNovember 1949
the old road was still being used by motor wvehicles. The field, which measured
about 3 ki from east to west a:d 2 lon from north to south, had no runway. (2)

2., Some wooden sheds were on the eastern half of the field. They housed the dispat
office and a guard detail.

3. The alrficld was not permanently occupied. Four to five twin-engine cormercial
transports nade intermediate landings at the installation daily. -

h. Intensive flying with jet aireraft, fighters 4 ground attack planes was ob-
served over Zaporozh'ye. The jet nlanes practiced acrobatics and low-level
attacks, They seamed to be stationed at a field 8 to 10 km northeast of
Zaporozhiye. (L)

5. The airfield was located at the northern edge of Zaporosh'ye, about 15 minutes
by car southeast of i'ikhailovka (L7956'N/35 B'E), just north of a railroad
track approaching the field in an west-east direciion., Yhe destroyed barracks
buildings at the southern edge of the field were being rebuilt. The field
had two or three concrete runways of at least 1,000 meters each and a concrete
taxiwgy leading to the runways. A spur track led to the southeastern coruer
of the field. (5)

6, Four large hanpars were seen at the western edge of the Iield, m administration
building and a moteorological station at its southeastern corner. Twelve three-
story barracks buildmgs were located betwern the southern edge of the field and
an east-west rai 1road track. Seven of the buildings had been reconstructed, (6)

7. The field was a milit.ary installation. Day and nicht flying was cdone there. The
field was occupied by single-seater jet fiphters with swept-back wings, single=
engine mid-wing monoplanes fifjted with in-line engines, twin-engine biplanes and
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cargo gliders. The bulk of the plaré T\;@{Jet aircraft. Up to 30 aircraft
were seen d oft at the same time. Fighters and jet planes practiced air fight-
ing and firing at towed air sleeves., The twin-engine planes practiced low-
level attacks and air-to-ground firing. Parachuting was done from cargo
gliders towed by biplanes, 10 men Jumping from one glider. (7) Sailors who
were piven instruction on cargo gliders were also noticed at the field. (3)

8. There was an airfield 12 to l lr northeast of 0ld-Zaporozhtye, about 6 Im
east of an aireralt c..ba.uo riant. DPetailed information was not available sinee
the observation was nade from a distance of 3 km. (5)

9. Regular flying with twin-engine comercisl Douglas planes and practice flights
with biplanes were observed over the field. Jet planes were observed 4 oft after
October 1943, These planes presumably also used a second airfield, which was lo-
cated ab ut 10 km to the east. Individual flying, in addition to diving amd
acrobatics, was observed, The jet planes had straight wings, a conspicuous
step in their fuselage and a landing gear retracting rearward,

25X1A

N Corents .
(1) This airficid, which is located about 1 km east of the South dallroad Station
of Zaporozh'ye, was repated previously,
(2) The faect that this field had no runways was reported previously.
Since the two sources concerned worked at or close to the field their informa-
tion appears more credible than the statement to the contrary made by a third

source. See |IIIIEEN 25X1A

(L) this statement agrees with previous information.

(5) In spite of the fact that the data on the location of the installation ars at
variance, the airfield about & km east of the L orozh'ye main railroad station
is concerned. This field is located in the triangle formed by the railroad
lines running from the south to Stalino and Xharkov, about 1 km north of the
lokraya Hiver. Also according to a previous report, the airfield had two
runways, 50x2,000 and 50x1,500 meters. See F 25X1A

(6) These data on the hangars and the barracks builcings under reconsiruction at
the soubhern edge of the ficld agree with previous information.

(7) According to avyailable information, the f:.eld was occupled curing the past few
years by single~engine fighter units and twin-engine ground-attack or night-
fighter units. Jet fighters, presumably Ya:-15s, arrived after the fall of
1948, Later on, jet planes with swept-back wings were also ob-
served. This type was first observed on & Septerier 1949,

(8) 'lralnmg ol navy soldiers with cargo gliders is reported for the first time.

It is not clear whether these soldiers were being trained as parachutists or
for airborne missions.
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